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The Republican Party was in deep trouble then, and it's in deep trouble now.  This sentiment
applies now as well as it was applied then.
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Ronald Reagan speaking in a 1975 interview with Reason magazine:  

I'd like to see the Libertarian Party – I don't say they should quit being a party – I'd like to see
them, I'd like to see the conservatives, I'd like to see some of these other parties maybe come
to this remnant of the Republican Party which is basically conservative in its thinking and . . . I'd
like to see them all come in (and this would include a large segment of the Democratic Party in
this country, that certainly proved in 1972 that they do not follow the leadership of the
Democratic Party any longer) and be able to say to them, OK we're not saying to you give up
what you're doing, but, can't we find a common meeting ground in order at least to defeat first of
all those who are doing what they're doing to us (and this present Congress is an example)? I
think this is the most irresponsible and most dangerous Congress, in my experience, that this
country has ever had. I think we're seeing it in the crumbling now of our position worldwide, their
attitude in Indochina. Maybe many of the young people that you write for, with their hatred of
war and disillusionment with what went on, don't feel this way and any thought of Indochina is
going to be a red flag to them; but, for the first time in 200 years, the United States has violated
its word, has abandoned an ally that it pledged to help and we're seeing the result. Mr.
Kissinger came home from the Middle East empty handed because even the Israelis said,
"What? Give up the passes on the basis of your word that you will help us? We now see
evidence that maybe you won't help us. You can't guarantee your promise." So the dominos fall.
To me this is what's most important.
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